Abstract: This poster describes our SSHRC-funded research project, a web-based resource of Atlantic Canadian authors and books for children and young adults. The resource includes a comprehensive annotated bibliography of primary texts, author and illustrator profiles, and videotaped interviews, and showcases the process of creating the Sea Stacks web resource using Drupal.
Research over the past two decades has amply demonstrated the importance of literature to the formation of both regional and national cultural identity, particularly in the face of mass market globalization of children's book publishing in the 21st century as well as the predominance of non-Canadian content from television, movies, books, magazines and internet media. 1 However, Canadian children appear to have only very limited exposure to Canadian authors and illustrators. In Atlantic Canada, regional Atlantic Canadian authors and illustrators for children receive very limited critical attention, and resources for the study and teaching of Atlantic Canadian children's literature are few. Print and digital information sources on regional children's books, publishing, authors, and illustrators are scattered and inconsistent in quality and currency.
An unpublished 2009 survey of public school teachers and school library staff in K-12 classrooms in the Atlantic Provinces conducted by the principal investigator supports the findings noted above. This study revealed that while 94.6% of respondents indicated that they felt it was theoretically important to include regional authors and illustrators in their classrooms, only 48.2% reported that they had actually done so in the previous year and only 19.6% stated that they felt well informed about Atlantic Canadian books for youth. When asked about their knowledge of Atlantic Canadian children's books, respondents expressed the need for a web-based resource listing regional authors, illustrators, titles, and themes as well as information about curriculum links.
This poster addresses these key concerns by describing our SSHRC-funded research project which documents and analyzes the current state of regional literature for children and young adults in Atlantic Canada, and describes the process of creating an authoritative web-based resource devoted to contemporary Atlantic Canadian literature for children and teens. This web-based resource includes a comprehensive annotated bibliography of primary texts, author and illustrator profiles, and videotaped interviews with selected authors and illustrators. This poster showcases the process of creating the Sea Stacks web resource and includes images of the site itself. Specifically, Sea Stacks has been built using Drupal, an open source content management system (CMS). The decision to use this highly customizable open source software will enable developers and users more thorough access to and interaction with the information available, tying into the CAIS and Congress 2011 themes of research that explores the interactions of people and places with information. Sea Stacks will allow for comments and ideas to be posted in discussion forums by users about the books and authors featured on the site.
As well, Sea Stacks builds on the University of New Brunswick's Portolan Bibliography (http://www.lib.unb.ca/collections/clc/portolan/). This database is based upon the Eileen Wallace Children's Literature collection, the most comprehensive collection of children's and young adult literature from the Atlantic Provinces. The interdisciplinary research team, which includes representation from both the aforementioned Eileen Wallace Children's Literature Collection, as well as the Canadian Children's Book Centre, a national, not-for-profit organization dedicated to encouraging, promoting and supporting the reading, writing, illustrating and publishing of Canadian books for young readers, demonstrates the project's goal to provide access for various audiences (children, teachers, researchers, and parents) to Atlantic Canadian authors and texts. The poster thus also displays how the Sea Stacks site is being developed for use by these various users.
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